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[bookmark: _Hlk82161785]Luke 1:45 45 “Blessed is she who believed, because the promises spoken to her from the Lord will be fulfilled!”

“I’m a virgin! I swear! Yah right! We all know how biology works, and you are pregnant. There is no way you can be a virgin.” I wonder how many times Mary had to have this type of discussion with others. Even Joseph did not believe her right away and the Lord had to set him straight. Perhaps this is the reason why Mary took the journey to live with her relatives, Zachariah and Elizabeth. Zachariah and Elizabeth were blessed with their own miraculous conception with John the Baptist. When Elizabeth saw Mary, she said, “Blessed is she who believed, because the promises spoken to her from the Lord will be fulfilled!”  Mary believed in the Lord’s promise that though this miraculous birth, the world would be saved from sin. She was going to give birth to the Son of God, her Savior! 

We are about to celebrate this miraculous birth in just a few days. And what a celebration! But sometimes, celebrations last for only a short time. How long before the reality of life and its struggles cloud our celebration? Mary had the blessing of witnessing the promise of a virgin birth, but she also was blessed to see the promise of forgiveness being fulfilled at the cross. 

The Father fulfilled his promises, and it leads to blessings. This is the new and better reality we live in now. Yes, Christmas is a time of celebration but so is the rest of our lives. We are blessed to see the fulfillment of God’s promise that all our sins were carried by the virgin’s Son to the cross. He did not leave any sin unpaid! We live in the reality of forgiveness and a home in paradise. This is what we are celebrating at Christmas and throughout the years to some, until Jesus comes and takes us home! This is the hope we take with us even through the dark reality of this world. The Lord promises fulfilled brings blessings!

Dear heavenly, Father! Thank you for fulfilling your promise to send your Son to be born of a virgin and to save us from sin and death. Help us see these promises fulfilled as the greatest blessings as we navigate our lives in this world as we look forward to the world to come! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!

A Servant of Christ,
Rev. Patrick Feldhus 
Grace’s News
We are offering a Family bible study on familiar Sunday school stories, after worship on Sundays. 

Please note that Pastor is offering an online topical bible study on Tuesday nights at 7:30 pm. If you are interested, please let Pastor know. He is also looking for topics that are interesting to you. 

We will be decorating church for Christmas on December 1st immediately following worship. 

Advent by Candlelight will be on Wednesday December 4th at 5:30 pm with supper followed by a program. 

Our next Jesus Cares program will be Thursday December 12th at 6:30 pm. 

The Women of Grace will next meet on December 18th at 10:30 am. All women are welcomed to join us.

You are invited to join us at the Cura Care Center in Le Sueur on Thursday December 19th to sing carols to their residents at 6:30 pm. After we are done singing, we will go to church for hot chocolate and goodies. 

Our congregational Christmas party will be on December 22nd immediately following worship. Please bring a Christmas goodie to share with each other. This would be a get time to invite a friend to join us!

Our December 24th Christmas Eve congregational program will begin at 7 pm.

Christmas morning worship will begin at 9 am. 

There will be no New Years Eve worship this year. Instead, we will be celebrating New Years Day/The Name of Jesus on January 1st. Worship will begin at 10 am with communion. 


Synod News
2024 graduation at Asia Lutheran Seminary
In October, Asia Lutheran Seminary, Hong Kong, celebrated the graduation of 13 students. Nine of the students received certificates in either Greek or Hebrew, two received an associate of arts degree in theology, and two were awarded a diploma of Christian Studies. We praise and thank God for the opportunity to teach his Word to brothers and sisters around the world. Learn more about mission work in Asia at wels.net/asia.
Conference of Presidents fall 2024 meeting
The Conference of Presidents (COP) held its fall meeting Oct. 8-11. Items discussed or decided include:  
· The COP adopted a statement on critical theory in keeping with a request from the 2023 synod convention. This paper will provide information on what critical theory is and how our pastors and members can evaluate it and respond to it. The paper will be released in the coming weeks.  
· The COP discussed a suggestion that the synod convention be changed from a biennial convention to a triennial convention. After receiving input from the district conventions last summer, the COP decided not to bring this proposal to the 2025 synod convention.  
· Rev. Steven Wiebe, who serves an independent Lutheran congregation in Kelowna, British Columbia, Canada, applied for colloquy into WELS. After a thorough process, his colloquy request was granted, and he is now a member of the WELS ministerium.  
· In reviewing the pastoral vacancies in the synod, the COP noted that there are 151 vacancies for parish pastors, 1 foreign missionary, 1 professor, and 2 other pastor-trained positions. These numbers are similar to the number of vacancies one year ago.  
· The COP will release guidelines for congregational governance. Several models will be provided for congregations of different sizes. Release is scheduled for early 2025. Meetings will be planned for district constitution committees so they are familiar with these guidelines.  
· The COP received a report from Curriculum Coordinator Melanie Giddings, which outlines the progress and plans for the new theology curriculum for K-12 currently in development.  
· The COP issued a divine call for a national coordinator of early childhood ministries. The position will become vacant upon the retirement of Mrs. Cindi Holman, who has served in the role since 2011. The call was extended to Miss Jennifer Mehlberg, who currently serves at Martin Luther College.  
· The COP appointed Mr. Jon Thibaudeau to serve as a lay member on the Commission on Lutheran Schools.  
· The COP will submit a recommendation to the 2025 synod convention to change the way synod officers (president, first and second vice presidents, and secretary) are elected. Currently, nominations for these positions are made by the delegates at the synod convention. This proposal would have the delegates submit nominations prior to the convention. When a final ballot is determined, that ballot would be published prior to the convention.  
· A committee was formed to develop a shared philosophy of ministry for WELS schools to elementary and secondary students and families active in other Christian churches.  
· The COP reiterated the synod policy that says that any church worker who is directly involved with the means of grace should be called, not hired.  
· Martin Luther College has proposed a three-part strategy to increase the number of ministry-certified teachers in our synod. The COP approved the plans.  
Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder 
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